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TRUSTEE MEETING
September 22, 2026 @ 4:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Meeting called to order at 4:00 PM by Trustee Finnesand. Roll call taken - present were Trustees Josh Bartos, Iver Finnesand, and Kim Remily. Also, present were System Manager Justin Carlson and Clerk Mary Finnesand.

AGENDA: Proposed agenda reviewed with motion to approve the agenda made by Bartos; seconded by Remily. Motion unanimously passed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

August 14, 2026, MINUTES: The Board reviewed the August meeting minutes. Motion made to approve the minutes by Trustee Finnesand; seconded by Remily. Motion unanimously passed.

FINANCIAL REPORTS AUGUST 2026: Total funds available as of 08/31/2026: General Checking Account $94,051.33 and Reserve & Replacement $555,153.10. The previously held CD matured and was deposited into the Reserve & Replacement account.  The Board directed Clerk Finnesand to purchase another 13-month CD with Dacotah Bank in the amount of $100,000 plus the amount of accrued interest from the original CD.  Motion to purchase the CD was made by Bartos; seconded by Remily.  Outstanding accounts receivable as of 8/31/2026 totaled $4,102.62; however, as of the meeting date, the current balance is $40,131.57 after the September 1st billing and payments received to date.  Clerk Finnesand reviewed the outstanding accounts receivable with the Board, noting continued delinquency on a chronically delinquent commercial account. Legal options were discussed during an executive session (pursuant to SDCL 1-25 (3)) later in the meeting.  After executive session, a motion was made by Trustee Finnesand to pursue small claims court against a delinquent commercial customer if payment is not received by October 5, 2026; seconded by Remily. Motion passed unanimously. 

AUGUST EXPENSES: Pump & Control Maintenance: Milbank WinWater ($15,106.67, $2,537.97), Menards ($74.90), Woodchuck Tree Removal ($229.24), SD One Call ($4.20); Bank Service Charge: Dacotah Bank ($10.00); Office Supplies & Expense: Walmart ($153.82), Amazon ($637.99), Reporter & Farmer ($63.50); Licenses: Adobe ($31.25); Payroll Liabilities: IRS ($1,212.68); QuickBooks Payroll ($1,744.52, $3,365.65); Electrical Usage: Ottertail ($128.53), LREA ($1,755.56); Water Usage: WEB Water ($54.13); Telephone: Venture Communications ($126.21), Straight Talk ($47.13).

Clerk Finnesand informed the Board that the next payment due 10/15/2026 on the State Revolving Fund loan will be drafted from the reserve account.  She also noted that PLSD has collected loan surcharge fees via the bi-annual billings more than $300,000.  Clerk Finnesand confirmed that she reached out to US Bank, the loan service provider, and DANR to determine that principal prepayments are allowed and provided the instructions needed to do so.  Motion made by Trustee Finnesand; seconded by Remily to make a $300,000 principal prepayment with the scheduled loan payment on October 15, 2026.  Motion unanimously passed.  

Motion to accept the August 2026 financial reports made by Remily; seconded by Finnesand. Motion unanimously passed.

MAINTENANCE REPORT: Manager Carlson reported that one personal lift station was repaired since the last meeting. He also informed the Board that main lift station #7 experienced an electrical issue that required Dakota Pump & Control to make a service call to perform a load test on the pump.  Additional electrical work will need to be done to ensure no further issues. Carlson suggested PLSD purchase their own tester as it will save money due to the service call cost.  The Board agreed and directed Carlson to make the purchase. Manager Carlson informed the Board that the additional work needed for lift station #11 will be completed prior to the next meeting. Carlson also reminded the Board that SDARWS is still planning to perform additional camera work and a smoke test before the end of September and will determine next steps based on those findings.

OLD BUSINESS: Clerk Finnesand updated the Board to confirm the trustee vacancy announcement had been submitted and ran in the Reporter & Farmer twice – the weeks of September 7th and 14th.  Trustee Bartos’s position is open for the coming period November 1, 2026 – October 31, 2027.  If more than one petition is received, an election will take place on November 3, 2026.

NEW BUSINESS:   Clerk Finnesand presented a draft newsletter for the Board’s review.  She discussed the topics included to highlight recent policy additions and permit requirement reminders.  The Board did not have any additional topics to add, so directed Finnesand to email the newsletter out by the end of September.  For those customers without email addresses, the newsletter will be mailed.  

Clerk Finnesand presented a draft bid notice for the 2026-2027 snow removal contract.  The Board reviewed and requested Finnesand submit it to the Reporter & Farmer to run the weeks of September 28th and October 5th with a bid due date of October 8, 2026.  Bids received will be reviewed and selected during the next trustee meeting scheduled for October 9, 2026. 

Manager Carlson informed the Board of a variance hearing scheduled by Day County Planning & Zoning office that will include a request by a cabin owner that will create an encroachment on the PLSD permanent easement in place to service the main sewer line.  The Board requested Manager Carlson to attend the meeting scheduled for September 29, 2026. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: The Board went into executive session (via motion made from Trustee Finnesand and seconded by Bartos) to discuss legal matters pursuant to SDCL 1-25 (3) at 4:40 and returned at 4:50pm.  

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting is October 9, 2026, at 4:00pm. The agenda will be posted on the District’s website (PLSDistrict.org) and at the office 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT: Meeting ended at 5:00pm. Trustee Finnesand made the motion and Trustee Remily seconded to adjourn. Motion passed.

Submitted by Mary Finnesand, PLSD Clerk 
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