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TRUSTEE MEETING
Jul7 11, 2025 @ 4:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Meeting called to order at 4:00 PM by Trustee Finnesand. Roll call taken - present were Trustees Josh Bartos, Kim Remily and Iver Finnesand. Also present were System Manager Justin Carlson and Clerk Mary Finnesand.    

AGENDA: Proposed agenda reviewed with motion to approve the agenda made by Remily; seconded by Bartos. Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

JUNE 13, 2025, MINUTES: The Board reviewed the June meeting minutes. Motion made to approve the minutes by Trustee Finnesand; seconded by Bartos. Motion passed.

FINANCIAL REPORTS  2025: Total funds available as of 06/30/2025: General Checking Account $ 118,646.80 and Reserve & Replacement $ 425,362.37. Outstanding accounts receivable as of 06/30/2025 totaled $328.76. 

JUNE EXPENSES: Pump & Control Maintenance: SD One Call ($17.85), Amazon ($79.35);  Maintenance Vehicle: Sioux Valley Coop ($74.83), HR One Stop ($60.42, $12.71); Building Expense: Pies Fire Equipment ($25.85), Propane: Sioux Valley Coop ($1,074.00); Bank Service Charge: Dacotah Bank ($10.00, $10.10); Payroll Liabilities: IRS ($1,131.76), QuickBooks Payroll ($1,616.77, $3,103.36); Electrical Usage: Ottertail ($83.95), LREA ($724.42); Water Usage: WEB Water ($52.86); Telephone: Venture Communications ($129.28), Straight Talk ($36.39).

Clerk Finnesand reported there are two delinquent customer accounts that will continue to be assessed finance charges.  She will follow up on these accounts prior to the next meeting. The Board discussed the current balance in the Reserve account, which also includes the amount accumulated to date to pay on the state funding once the improvement project is finalized by DANR.  The Board discussed and agreed that PLSD should invest in a CD with Dacotah Bank until the money is needed. Motion made by Remily to purchase a $100,000 CD at Dacotah Bank; seconded by Bartos.  Motion passed.

Motion to accept the June 2025 financial reports made by Bartos; seconded by Finnesand. Motion passed.

MAINTENANCE REPORT: Manager Carlson reported there were two main lift repairs needed since the last meeting and three personal lift station calls made.  The main lift station repairs were completed over the July 4th holiday weekend.  Lift stations #1 and #9 both had partial blockage which caused repair work by DPC and PLSD employees.  Carlson reviewed the 2nd quarter pump run charts with the Board; noting that the run times were in the normal range.  Manager Carlson reported that additional summer temp help has been secured when he or the parttime staff is not available.  The Board agreed with Carlson that having a third person available on an as needed basis is good during the busy summer season.  

OLD BUSINESS: Clerk Finnesand shared a project update received via email from Helms Engineering.  Helms addressed many items on the outstanding punch list with progress being made since the last meeting.  As of the meeting, not all items had been addressed; however, work was being completed the week of July 14th.  The Board discussed liquidated damages for contract delays with the next pay request submitted by H&W. Clerk Finnesand reviewed the draft budget with the Board and solicited feedback for any updates before the final version that will be presented for approval during the August meeting.  The Board discussed with Manager Carlson additional costs that will be incurred due to the increase in customer base.  Clerk Finnesand will make additional updates to the draft and present it at the next meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Manager Carlson reported that the old generator is no longer needed with the new system updates and recommended that the property be advertised for sale.  The Board agreed with Carlson. Motion made to declare the WinCo 10.8KW portable generator surplus property for disposal by Trustee Finnesand and seconded by Trustee Remily. Motion passed.  Clerk Finnesand will submit a bid notice to the official newspaper Reporter & Farmer to run in the next two editions.  Sealed bids will be reviewed during the August meeting.  

The Board reviewed information to ensure that outside commercial use of PLSD’s lagoon is done so in a safe manner and agreed that PLSD should enact the appropriate resolution and policy regarding lagoon usage to create a dumping permit that must be completed by each customer currently paying dumping fees to PLSD.  Resolution 2025-01 read and executed as follows:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District have decided to implement a policy to permit outside entities to dump sewage into the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District lagoon,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District, ("District" or "Board") does hereby declare its intention to permit outside dumping into the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District's lagoon.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said dumping is subject to the limitations, restrictions, and regulations established by the Board of Trustees of the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District as evidenced in approved minutes following passage of this Resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District reserves the right to restrict, regulate, limit, and permit all aspects of outside dumping within the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District's lagoon as it pertains to all factors involving the health, safety, capacity or best interests of the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District including, but not limited to, any of the following:

Size of tank to be dumped, contents of tank, condition of lagoon, capacity of lagoon, permitted contents, restricted contents, etc.

WHEREUPON, said Resolution was declared, duly, passed, and adopted as of this 11th day of July 2025.

PICKEREL LAKE SANITARY DISTRICT

Motion to adopt the foregoing Resolution was made by Trustee Finnesand and was seconded by Trustee Remily. 

ATTESTED BY:

_Mary C Finnesand_______
Mary C. Finnesand
District Clerk

Based on Resolution 2025-01, The Board reviewed and approved via motion made by Finnesand and seconded by Remily to adopt:  
Policy Governing the Use and Discharge into the Pickerel Lake Sanitary District Lagoon and to Provide for the Need of an Application and Permit Reference - Resolution 2025-1

Motion passed.  The Board directed Clerk Finnesand to contact the commercial users to request they complete the PLSD permit application provided for by Resolution 2025-1 and subsequent policy.

Clerk Finnesand informed the Board that she will start compiling topics for the Summer newsletter that will be published in August.  She solicited points that the Board and Manager Carlson would like to emphasize with our customers.  All parties agreed that customers need to be reminded not to flush items down the sewer that caused damage to the system.  A draft newsletter will be presented during the August meeting. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Not needed 

ADJOURNMENT: Meeting ended at 4:550pm. Trustee Finnesand made the motion and Trustee Remily seconded to adjourn. Motion passed.

NEXT MEETING: Next regular meeting is August 8, 2025, at 4:00pm. The agenda will be posted on the District’s website (PLSDistrict.org) and at the office 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

Submitted by Mary Finnesand, PLSD Clerk 
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