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TRUSTEE MEETING
August 14, 2026 @ 4:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Meeting called to order at 4:00 PM by Trustee Finnesand. Roll call taken - present were Trustees Josh Bartos, Iver Finnesand, and Kim Remily. Also, present were System Manager Justin Carlson and Clerk Mary Finnesand; and Jonathan Fortnier, cabin owner.

AGENDA: Proposed agenda reviewed with motion to approve the agenda made by Remily; seconded by Bartos. Motion unanimously passed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

July 10, 2026, MINUTES: The Board reviewed the July meeting minutes. Motion made to approve the minutes by Trustee Remily; seconded by Finnesand. Motion unanimously passed.

FINANCIAL REPORTS JULY 2026: Total funds available as of 07/31/2026: General Checking Account $195,630.56 and Reserve & Replacement $378,561.46. Current assets also include a $100,000 CD with accrued interest of $3550.00 purchased at Dacotah Bank.  Clerk Finnesand informed the Board the CD matures on August 22, 2026, and confirmed with the Trustees that PLSD will apply the funds from the matured CD against the State Revolving Fund loan.  Outstanding accounts receivable as of 7/31/2026 totaled $3,088.32.  Clerk Finnesand reviewed the outstanding accounts receivable with the Board, noting continued delinquency on a chronically delinquent residential account.  The Board directed Clerk Finnesand to a disconnect notice on the residential account and to continue assessing late fees on the delinquent accounts and will review legal options with the fall billing in September. 

JULY EXPENSES: Pump & Control Maintenance: Dakota Pump & Control ($164.30, $3,862.25, $270.00), Amazon ($44.08), SD One Call ($22.05); Maintenance Vehicle: HR One Stop ($125.41, $108.00); Building Supplies & Expense: Pies Fire Equipment ($55.40); Bank Service Charge: Dacotah Bank ($10.00); Office Supplies & Expense: Prairie Stitch ($35.00); Professional Fees: Garry & Olson Accounting ($3,320.00); Payroll Liabilities: IRS ($1,212.70), QuickBooks Payroll ($1,744.53, $3,365.63); Electrical Usage: Ottertail ($94.21), LREA ($1,395.90); Water Usage: WEB Water ($55.50); Telephone: Venture Communications ($125.41), Straight Talk ($47.18).

Motion to accept the July 2026 financial reports made by Remily; seconded by Finnesand. Motion unanimously passed.

MAINTENANCE REPORT: Manager Carlson reported that three personal lift stations were repaired since the last meeting. He also informed the Board that main lift station #11 continues to need additional maintenance due to recent heavy rains.  He explained that the lift station is taking on excessive amounts of runoff water which required significant pumping to keep the water level down. Carlson also reminded the Board that SDARWS is still planning to perform additional camera work and a smoke test yet this fall and will determine next steps based on those findings.

OLD BUSINESS: Clerk Finnesand presented an administrative update on the system improvement project.  All necessary forms have been signed and submitted to the DANR; therefore, the project is considered closed.  The final loan payments and amortization schedule will be available the week of August 17th.  Clerk Finnesand informed the Board that she reached out to the loan service provided, US Bank, to request the process to make additional principal payments to reduce the loan amount using SRF funds that have already been collected.  The quarterly payments will begin in October in the amount of $21,829.04.  Additional updates will be provided at the September meeting. 

Clerk Finnesand reviewed a draft budget for 2027 based on projected operating revenue for the coming year.  The Board discussed adjustments needed to pump control & maintenance and tabled the salary discussion until the executive session under SDCL 1-25 (1) & (4).  Motion made to approve 2027 budget as adjusted after the executive session made by Finnesand; seconded by Remily.  Motion unanimously passed. 

Clerk Finnesand updated the Board on website changes made since the last meeting to include a revised contractor listing and updates to be made before the next meeting to include new resolutions & policies. She also informed that Board that the trustee vacancy announcement has been submitted to the Reporter & Farmer to run twice – the weeks of September 7th and 14th.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Clerk Finnesand highlighted changes to the open meeting laws effective July 1, 2026, with the Board noting that the primary change included more specific guidance on using the executive session process.  She reviewed the updated open meeting brochure as required by SDCL 1-25-13 and noted that the new brochure will be added to the website. 

Manager Carlson informed the Board of a variance hearing scheduled by Day County Planning & Zoning office that will include a request by a cabin owner that will create an encroachment on the PLSD permanent easement in place to service the main sewer line.  The Board discussed the encroachment situation and requested Clerk Finnesand draft a variance objection letter and requested Carlson attend the hearing. 

Clerk Finnesand presented two resolutions to enact policies addressing PLSD easement rights and owner requested service provided by PLSD’s attorney.  

· Resolution 2026-2: A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE EASEMENT ACCESS AND ENCROACHMENT POLICY.  The purpose of the policy is to articulate and clarify PLSD’s authority provided by permanent easements secured when the sanitary sewer system was constructed starting in 1997.  Motion made by Trustee Finnesand and seconded by Remily to approve the resolution and enact the encroachment policy effective August 14, 2026.  Motion passed unanimously. The complete resolution and policy will be posted to the PLSD website (www.plsdistrict.org) by August 17, 2026.

· Resolution 2026-3: A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE OWNER-REQUESTED PRIVATE SYSTEM SERVICE POLICY.  The policy establishes the terms under which Pickerel Lake Sanitary District (“PLSD”) may perform owner-requested inspection, assessment, maintenance, repair, or other work relating to a private service line, individual lift station, or other privately owned sanitary sewer component. Motion made by Trustee Remily and seconded by Bartos to approve the resolution and enact the encroachment policy effective August 14, 2026.  Motion passed unanimously. The complete resolution and policy will be posted to the PLSD website (www.plsdistrict.org) by August 17, 2026.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: The Board went into executive session to discuss personnel matters pursuant to SDCL 1-25 (1) & (4) at 4:40 and returned at 4:45pm. The Board went into executive session to discuss legal matters pursuant to SDCL 1-25 (3) at 4:48 and returned at 5:55pm.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting is September 16, 2026, at 4:00pm. The agenda will be posted on the District’s website (PLSDistrict.org) and at the office 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT: Meeting ended at 5:00pm. Trustee Finnesand made the motion and Trustee Remily seconded to adjourn. Motion passed.


Submitted by Mary Finnesand, PLSD Clerk 
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